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SECOND BATTLE OF EL ALAMEIN — SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [12.05 pm]: Yesterday I had the privilege of 
attending a commemorative luncheon for the seventieth anniversary of the second Battle of El Alamein, hosted 
by the 2/7th Australian Field Regiment Ex-Members Association. The 2/7th Field Regiment, Royal Australian 
Artillery, was one of three artillery regiments in the Australian Infantry Force’s 9th Division. Formed in April 
1940, the regiment’s members were initially volunteers from militia artillery units from Western Australia and 
South Australia. Dispatched to the Middle East in 1941, the regiment served in Egypt, Libya, Palestine and 
Syria, performing with distinction in the first and second Battles of El Alamein from July to November of 1942. 
In June of 1942, Axis troops firmly held the initiative, while the British 8th Army, of which the 9th Division was 
part, had experienced a succession of defeats. As the historian Anthony Beevor relates, German radio 
propaganda told women in Alexandria to put on their finest dresses, because they were on their way. There were 
rumours that Erwin Rommel’s staff were calling ahead to book him rooms at Cairo’s finest hotel. More 
ominously, an SS Einsatzgruppen sat in Athens, waiting for Rommel’s final victory and the chance to deal with 
Jews in the Middle East. 

Rommel’s aim was to secure the oilfields and ports of the Middle East and Levant, and, more ambitiously, link 
up with German troops advancing through the Caucasus. However, Rommel’s advance was halted in the first 
Battle of El Alamein in July, with the 2/7th Regiment playing a key role in a series of local counterattacks. 
Having bought breathing space, and with a new commander, Bernard Montgomery, the 8th Army prepared for an 
offensive against Axis troops. At 9.40 pm on 23 October 1942, the second Battle of El Alamein commenced. 
During the 13 days of battle, the 2/7th Field Regiment fired an astonishing 65 594 shells, and participated in the 
pursuit of retreating German forces after the breakthrough. The 9th Division played a key role in the battle, with 
the first major land defeat of the Germans, and, together with Stalingrad in February 1943, the turning point of 
the war. 

On the seventieth anniversary it is appropriate to reflect on the achievement, service and sacrifice of the 9th 
Division. On a personal note, my father was one of 2/7th battery commanders at El Alamein. After the final 
Battle of El Alamein, he sent home a bottle of Scotch, with instructions written on the label that it was not to be 
drunk until the end of the war. Periodically topped up, the Scotch was shared with fellow veterans at reunion 
gatherings. Yesterday at the commemorative luncheon, it was my privilege to donate the bottle, and the 
remaining Scotch, to the Western Australian Museum. 
In doing so, I acknowledge the gallant efforts of all the soldiers who contributed to the success of this pivotal 
battle of World War II, who include the Premier’s father in the 2/32 Battalion. I particularly acknowledge those 
who made the supreme sacrifice. 

The SPEAKER: I must have a cup of tea with you some day, member for Kalamunda. 
 


	SECOND BATTLE OF EL ALAMEIN — SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY
	Statement by Minister for Planning


